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April 12, 2019             10:30 a.m.                                Room 325  

 

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) offers the following COMMENTS on this 
measure. 
 

OHA appreciates the intent of this resolution, which seeks to protect Native 
Hawaiians’ cultural intellectual property, traditional cultural expressions, and genetic 
resources.  This subject is of great concern to many beneficiaries of OHA. 

 
Native Hawaiians continue to experience harms to their ʻike kupuna (ancestral 

knowledge, practices, and traditions) as a result of the existing western legal system that 
does not protect Native Hawaiians’ cultural intellectual property, traditional cultural 
expressions, and genetic resources.  The idea to develop a sui generis (one-of-a-kind) legal 
system to protect the cultural interests of indigenous peoples stems from the difficulty of 
relying on existing Western laws for that protection.  Developing a sui generis system 
would be complex and intellectually challenging.  Accordingly, OHA appreciates the 
legislature’s exploration of ideas to address this complicated issue. 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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  BEFORE THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON WATER, LAND AND HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 

 

April 11, 2019 

 

Senate Concurrent Resolution 204 

Relating to the Establishment of a Native Hawaiian Intellectual Property Rights Task Force 

 

Aloha Chair Yamane, Vice-Chair Todd, and Members of the Committee, 

 

KPAC submits the following testimony in STRONG SUPPORT of SCR 204 urging the Hawai’i State 

Legislature to establish a Native Hawaiian Intellectual Property Rights Task Force. 

 

Kanaka Maoli (aka Native Hawaiians) collectively have intellectual property rights based upon the traditional, 

cultural knowledge developed over thousands of years and passed down from generation to generations.  The 

western intellectual property system was developed to protect the rights of creators and inventors against 

plagiarism and to reward and encourage new inventions. It was not developed to protect the rights of 

indigenous peoples to their collective, traditional knowledge, cultural expressions, and art forms.   

 

On October 3-5, 2003, Kanaka Maoli leaders gathered at the "Native Hawaiian Intellectual Property Rights 

Conference" and expressed principles and commitment for the protection, expression and perpetuation of the 

Hawaiian culture under threat of theft and commercialization in a document called the Paoakalani 

Declaration.  This document reinforces the need to protect our rights based upon a Kanaka Maoli world view. 

 

Disputes over ownership and control of Kanaka Maoli intellectual property rights have steadily increased 

most recently brought to light by a non-Hawaiian food chain that originated in Chicago, Aloha Poke Co., who 

issued cease-and-desist letters threatening small poke food businesses in Hawai‘i and Mokuhonu (the 

continent) from using the words "Aloha" and "Poke" wrongfully claiming ownership of these cultural 

expressions.  

 

During the week of August 15, 2018 there were protests, sign holding events and a march in Chicago to raise 

awareness of this issue. 

 

More than 170,000 people signed a petition demanding that No Aloha Poke Co remove both "Aloha" 

and "Poke" from their name.  The petition can be found at https://www.change.org/p/levy-family-partners-

aloha-poke-co-remove-aloha-and-poke-from-your-name.  

 

Indigenous intellectual property rights have been addressed in many international forums.  As the indigneous 

peoples of Hawai'i, Kanaka Maoli have rights to protect and seek redress for theft of intellectual property that 

are recognized by the United Nations as a Human Rights. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

M. Healani Sonoda-Pale 
Chair, KPAC 

http://www.kalahuihawaiipoliticalactioncommittee.org/
mailto:klhpoliticalactioncommittee@gmail.com
https://www.change.org/p/levy-family-partners-aloha-poke-co-remove-aloha-and-poke-from-your-name
https://www.change.org/p/levy-family-partners-aloha-poke-co-remove-aloha-and-poke-from-your-name
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Michael Lee Kanehili Cultural Hui Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Very much in support 
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Gwen Morinaga-Kama Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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WLHtestimony
From: 123ContactForm <noreply@123formbuilder.io>Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2019 11:08 AMTo: WLHtestimonySubject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SCR204

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Chair Yamane yes 

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Vice Chair Todd yes 

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Har yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Lowen yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Tarnas yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Wildberger yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Thielen yes 

My name is Lono Koholua 
I reside at Kailua, hawaii 
I am-Kanaka Maoli aka Native Hawaiian yes 
I am-Registered to vote in Hawaii. yes 
I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Kanaka Maoli (aka Native Hawaiians) collectively have intellectual property rights based upon the traditional, cultural knowledge developed over thousands of years and 

yes 
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passed down from generation to generations. 
I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-The western intellectual property system was developed to protect the rights of creators and inventors against plagiarism and to reward and encourage new inventions. It was not developed to protect the rights of indigenous peoples to their collective, traditional knowledge, cultural expressions, and art forms. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Disputes over ownership and control of Kanaka Maoli intellectual property rights have steadily increased most recently brought to light by a non-Hawaiian food chain that originated in Chicago, Aloha Poke Co., who issued cease-and-desist letters threatening small poke food businesses in Hawai‘i and Mokuhonu (the continent) from using the words "Aloha" and "Poke" wrongfully claiming ownership of these cultural expressions. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-More than 170,000 people signed a petition demanding that No Aloha Poke Co remove both "Aloha" and "Poke" from their name. https://www.change.org/p/levy-family-partners-aloha-poke-co-remove-aloha-and-poke-from-your-name. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Indigenous intellectual property rights have been addressed in many international forums. As the 
yes 
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indigneous peoples of Hawai'i, Kanaka Maoli have rights to protect and seek redress for theft of intellectual property that are recognized by the United Nations as a Human Rights. 
I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-On October 3-5, 2003, Kanaka Maoli leaders gathered at the "Native Hawaiian Intellectual Property Rights Conference" and expressed principles and commitment for the protection, expression and perpetuation of the Hawaiian culture under threat of theft and commercialization in a document called the Paoakalani Declaration. This document reinforces the need to protect our rights based upon a Kanaka Maoli world view. 

yes 

 



Name of Testifier
Lono Koholua
Mapuna Lukela
Cameron Ahia
Bradforn Lum
Kamehaikana Santiago
Ku'ulei Ortiz
Shannon Rudolph
Katherine Hoyt
Susan Rosier
Jonathan Kuahiwi Moniz
Noelani Ahia
Sharon Willeford
Rhonda Vincent
Phillip Nishimura
Donovan Cabebe
Noe Lopes
EJ Garoutte
Kawika Lopes
Davelyn Higa
shane Pale
Stephanie Tabbada
Kimberlee Awana
Mariaosa Greco
Amanda Ng
Amanda Lopez
Sandee Moniz Paz
Megan Rhodes
Kauluwehiokalani Eli
Kaylene Sheldon
Amy Halas
Marie Alohalani Brown
Davina Sanders
Cheryl Burghardt
Leilani Venturini
Alan D. Ackerman
Barbara Altemus
Vince Suares
kuuleianuhea Awo-Chun
Shaun Kahele
Gwen Kim
Steven Robello
Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai
Nana-Honua Manuel
Cheryl Ann Kamealoha



                                                                                           
Department of Land and Natural Resources 

Aha Moku Advisory Committee 

State of Hawaii 

Post Office Box 621 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96809 

 
Testimony of 

Aha Moku Advisory Committee 

 

Before the House Committee Water, Land & Hawaiian Affairs 

 

Friday, April 12, 2019 

10:30 a.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 325 

 

In SUPPORT OF SCR 204 (SSCR 1746) 

Urging the Establishment of a Native Hawaiian Intellectual Property Task Force to Develop a Sui Generis Legal 

System to recognize and protect Native Hawaiian Cultural Intellectual Property, Traditional Cultural Expressions, 

and Genetic Resources. 

 

Restored from the 9th Century by the translations of ancient oral chants by John Kaimikaua, a deeply respected kumu and 

historian, the Aha Moku Process (Aha Moku) was brought forward by over 200 kupuna and expert practitioners of many 

native Hawaiian traditional disciplines from each of the main Hawaiian Islands, in a series of public puwalu and countless 

community meetings from 2004 to 2012. The Aha Moku was transformed into law via Act 288, SLH 2012, §171.4-5 HRS 

through the efforts of the Association of Hawaiian Civic Clubs.  The Aha Moku is comprised of the archipelago of Hawaii 

– all the Hawaiian Islands including Moku Manamana (Northwest Hawaiian Islands). The traditional names used by each 

of the islands, prior to 1778 are: Moku O Keawe (Hawai’i Island), Moku O Pi’ilani (Maui), Moku O Kanaloa 

(Kaho’olawe), Nana’i Kaula (Lana’i), Moloka’i Pule O’o (Moloka’i), Moku O Kakuhihewa (Kaho’olawe), Manokalanipo 

(Kaua’i), and Ka Aina O Kawelonakala (Ni’ihau). 

 

Each of the islands consist of moku and ahupua’a.  Collectively, there are eight (8) mokupuni (islands) with their attached 

46 moku (larger land districts) and 606 ahupua’a (smaller land districts) throughout the Pae’Aina. Each of the moku and 

ahupua’a have the traditional families still there, who have held on to the generational knowledge of their natural and 

cultural resources, their customs, and practices.  And while collectively, as stated in the SCR 204, cultural expressions and 

art forms are expressed generally throughout the islands, it must be noted that every island is unique in their cultural 

expressions and dialects.  These exclusive island-specific expressions and dialects must also be included in the protection 

of the Intellectual Property Task Force before they are forever lost, or misappropriated by researchers, authors, scientists, 

biotechnology corporations, universities, fashion and others. 

 

Aha Moku is in strong support of SCR 204 (SSCR 1746) because a Native Hawaiian Intellectual Property Task Force 

that should develop ways to protect Native Hawaiian cultural property, expressions, and genetic resources is truly needed. 

We believe this task force will be able to protect not only the most well-known and general cultural expressions of Hawaii 

as a whole, but also to begin to recognize the unique differences in cultural practices and vocabularies that are exclusive 

and site-specific to each island.  Aha Moku does not wish to offend any of the notable organizations that are listed in 

the BE IT RESOLVED clause, but because the Aha Moku is already a law via Act 288 SLH 2012, §171.4-5,  and 

has access to the generational families of many of the ahupua’a within the State of Hawaii, we ask that we be added 

to the group from which the Task Force members will be selected. 

 

Respectfully yours, 

 

Leimana DaMate 

Aha Moku Advisory Committee, Phone: 808-640-1214, Email: Leimana.k.damate@hawaii.gov 
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SCR-204 
Submitted on: 4/11/2019 3:38:56 PM 
Testimony for WLH on 4/12/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai Individual Support Yes 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha kakou, 

I STAND IN STRONG SUPPORT OF SCR 204  URGING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY TASK FORCE TO DEVELOP A SUI 
GENERIS LEGAL SYSTEM TO RECOGNIZE AND PROTECT NATIVE HAWAIIAN 
CULTURAL INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY, TRADITIONAL CULTURAL 
EXPRESSIONS, AND GENETIC RESOURCES. 

Mahalo for hearing this resolution as it is much overdue.  I have a sad and angry heart 
that we even have to be here to discuss this today. But this is the way it is in the 
western world, where it is okay to STEAL SOMETHING THAT IS NOT YOURS. 

The whole idea of any one individual or entity claiming all rights and ownership to 
something that they did not create or develop is unconscionable and is a TOTAL 
THEFT. This is a travesty when a nation of kanaka maoli have to rise up to protect and 
say NO, NO MORE - you cannot steal our language, names of our food, traditions, 
culture, etc.!  These things are for ALL TO SHARE not for the benefit of one.  Only in 
the white man's world & culture can you legally steal something that does not belong to 
you.  IF IT WERE A CHILD, WE'D CALL IT KIDNAPPING; IF IT WERE YOUR ITEMS, 
WE'D CALL IT PROPERTY THEFT; IF IT WERE SOMEONE'S IDENTITY, WE'D CALL 
IT IDENTITY THEFT.   TODAY, lets stop this thievery once and for all!  Mahalo for 
allowing me to share my testimony and express my FULL SUPPORT SCR 204.  Please 
PASS SCR 204 out of your committee. 

Me ke aloha. 

Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai 

Wai‘anae Kanaka Maoli 
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WLHtestimony
From: 123ContactForm <noreply@123formbuilder.io>Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2019 4:55 PMTo: WLHtestimonySubject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SCR204

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Chair Yamane yes 

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Vice Chair Todd yes 

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Har yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Lowen yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Tarnas yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Wildberger yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Thielen yes 

My name is Andrea Lei Meyer 
I reside at Motuhonu 
I am-Kanaka Maoli aka Native Hawaiian yes 
I am-Registered to vote outside of Hawaii. yes 
I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Kanaka Maoli (aka Native Hawaiians) collectively have intellectual property rights based upon the traditional, cultural knowledge developed over thousands of years and 

yes 
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Late
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passed down from generation to generation. 
I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-The western intellectual property system was developed to protect the rights of creators and inventors against plagiarism and to reward and encourage new inventions. It was not developed to protect the rights of indigenous peoples to their collective, traditional knowledge, cultural expressions, and art forms. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Disputes over ownership and control of Kanaka Maoli intellectual property rights have steadily increased most recently brought to light by a non-Hawaiian food chain that originated in Chicago, Aloha Poke Co., who issued cease-and-desist letters threatening small poke food businesses in Hawai‘i and Mokuhonu (the continent) from using the words "Aloha" and "Poke" wrongfully claiming ownership of these cultural expressions. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-More than 170,000 people signed a petition demanding that No Aloha Poke Co remove both "Aloha" and "Poke" from their name. https://www.change.org/p/levy-family-partners-aloha-poke-co-remove-aloha-and-poke-from-your-name. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Indigenous intellectual property rights have been addressed in many international forums. As the 
yes 
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indigneous peoples of Hawai'i, Kanaka Maoli have rights to protect and seek redress for theft of intellectual property that are recognized by the United Nations as a Human Rights. 
I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-On October 3-5, 2003, Kanaka Maoli leaders gathered at the "Native Hawaiian Intellectual Property Rights Conference" and expressed principles and commitment for the protection, expression and perpetuation of the Hawaiian culture under threat of theft and commercialization in a document called the Paoakalani Declaration. This document reinforces the need to protect our rights based upon a Kanaka Maoli world view. 

yes 
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Name of Testifier
Name of Testifier
Tanya Aynessazian
Hannah li-Epstein
Linda Clark
Kahaka Patolo
Charles Moellers
Henry Michael Kidder
Tisha Kalama-Kidder
May Bolino-Sing
Andrea Lei Meyer
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SCR-204 
Submitted on: 4/11/2019 11:14:53 PM 
Testimony for WLH on 4/12/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Hanalei Fergerstrom 
Na Kupuna Moku O 

Keawe 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

We humbly ask for your support of SCR204. Aloha, Hanalei Fergerstrom 
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Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kamuela Werner MPH Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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todd1 - Harrison
From: 123ContactForm <noreply@123formbuilder.io>Sent: Thursday, April 11, 2019 6:52 PMTo: WLHtestimonySubject: Testimony in SUPPORT of SCR204

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Chair Yamane yes 

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Vice Chair Todd yes 

Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Har yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Lowen yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Tarnas yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Wildberger yes 
Dear House Water, Land and Hawaiian Affairs Committee-Representative Thielen yes 

My name is Fabiola Banuelos 
My email is fabiola@stanfordalumni.org 
I reside at Cerritos, California 
I am-Registered to vote outside of Hawaii. yes 
I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Kanaka Maoli (aka Native Hawaiians) collectively have intellectual property rights based upon the traditional, cultural knowledge developed over thousands of years and passed down from generation to generation. 

yes 

todd1
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I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-The western intellectual property system was developed to protect the rights of creators and inventors against plagiarism and to reward and encourage new inventions. It was not developed to protect the rights of indigenous peoples to their collective, traditional knowledge, cultural expressions, and art forms. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Disputes over ownership and control of Kanaka Maoli intellectual property rights have steadily increased most recently brought to light by a non-Hawaiian food chain that originated in Chicago, Aloha Poke Co., who issued cease-and-desist letters threatening small poke food businesses in Hawai‘i and Mokuhonu (the continent) from using the words "Aloha" and "Poke" wrongfully claiming ownership of these cultural expressions. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-More than 170,000 people signed a petition demanding that No Aloha Poke Co remove both "Aloha" and "Poke" from their name. https://www.change.org/p/levy-family-partners-aloha-poke-co-remove-aloha-and-poke-from-your-name. 

yes 

I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-Indigenous intellectual property rights have been addressed in many international forums. As the indigneous peoples of Hawai'i, Kanaka Maoli have rights to protect and seek redress for 

yes 

todd1
Late
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theft of intellectual property that are recognized by the United Nations as a Human Rights. 
I SUPPORT SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NUMBER 204-On October 3-5, 2003, Kanaka Maoli leaders gathered at the "Native Hawaiian Intellectual Property Rights Conference" and expressed principles and commitment for the protection, expression and perpetuation of the Hawaiian culture under threat of theft and commercialization in a document called the Paoakalani Declaration. This document reinforces the need to protect our rights based upon a Kanaka Maoli world view. 

yes 
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Name Testifier
Brexson Kamano
Sarah Yamafuji-Dunlap
Jon Kinimaka
Jamie Kawauchi
Kalamaokaaina Niheu
Mililani Ganivet
Darlene Webster
Chantelle Kahanukani Fung
Fred Hofer
Veronica-Lee Kamealoha
Halona Fukutomi
Elisa Hauschel
Sheridan Noelani Enomoto
Christian Rangel
Regina Orlando
Ann Kupau
Elisabeth Sand
Brianna Bevis
Joseph Bertucci
Jordan Tai
John Oda
Eric Kepoo
Christine Davis
Thomas Chung
Eric Chung
Koa Ishikawa
Mitchell Giangobbe
Roxanna Westlake
Elizabeth Martinez
Linda Stone
Melissa Lokelani Llanes Brownlee
Maureen Porcelli
Fabiola Banuelos
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